
Welcome back! Hopefully everyone enjoyed a much 

needed rest this summer and is ready to get back in 

the swing of things. For those of you whom I have 

not met I  am beginning my second year as the Read 

to Achieve Coordinator. I am a graduate of the 

University of Kentucky and worked in the Scott 

County School District most of my teaching career. 

My classroom experience includes teaching 2nd, 3rd 

and 4th grades. I have been a Reading Recovery/Title 

I teacher and was trained in the Comprehensive 

Intervention Model.   

In addition to my literacy duties I was also a math 

interventionist and served as the curriculum resource 

teacher and RTI coordinator at my elementary 

school. 

Welcome Back  

Changes 

If there are any RTA 

contact changes at your 

school, please notify me 

so I can make sure I get 

future information to 

the correct people. If 

you know of someone 

who is not on my 

contact list and wishes 

to be, please let me 

know that as well. If you 

are receiving this update 

and want to be removed 

from the contact list I 

also need to know that. 

Important Dates 

RTA Webcasts 

August 27 

November 19  

February 25 

April 22 

 

Program 

Evaluation 

Reports Due 

September 15 

January 15 

May 15 

 

Kentucky 

Reading 

Association 

Annual 

Conference 

Lexington Hyatt 

and Convention 

Center 

October 17-19 

 

 

  
R o les  o f  RTA Te ac he r s  a n d  Pr i nc i p a l s  

The RTA grant requires that the 

interventionist be a highly trained, 

qualified and certified teacher 

with at least three years of 

experience or a master’s degree 

in reading.  

 

 

The interventionist shall: 

 Administer a diagnostic 

assessment to all primary 

students in the fall and 

spring of the school year 

 Plan individualized 

intervention instruction 
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My email address is Judith.Halasek@education.ky.gov 

and my phone number is 502-564-4970 extension 

4101. Please feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns. 

 Monitor the attendance and 

progress of each student 

using research 

recommended progress 

monitoring tools 

 Collect, analyze and 

interpret assessment data 

 Submit program reports to 

the RTA coordinator three 

times a year 

 Participate in quarterly 

webcasts hosted by the RTA 

coordinator and pursue 

other professional 

development on research-

based reading interventions 

 

 

The building principal shall: 

 Monitor the implementation 

of the RTA grant program 

 Designate an RTA building 

contact 

 Monitor the progress/

effectiveness of the grant 

and its impact on struggling 

readers 

 

Find RTA information at  

education.ky.gov and type RTA in the search 
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Every RTA teacher is required to 

administer a diagnostic assessment in 

the fall to determine the needs of the 

students. The same assessment 

should be administered in the spring 

to determine the effectiveness of the 

intervention. This assessment does 

not have to be turned in to KDE but 

results should be available at your 

school upon request. 

Kentucky Reading Association  

Annual Conference 

The conference will be held at the Lexington 

Hyatt and Convention Center October 17—

19. The website for the KRA is kyreading.org 

and registration information can be found 

there. You can register for the whole 

conference or just the days you are able to 

attend.  Your RTA funds may be used to cover 

the cost of the conference. If you are not a 

member of the association, the fee is $15. 

One of the requirements of the RTA 

teacher is participation in quarterly 

webcasts.  These webcasts will be aired 

at 2 p.m. ET on August 27,  November 

19, February 25 and April 22 and the 

link to access the webcast will be 

emailed that morning. At the end of the 

webcast there will be information 

presented so EILA credit can be earned 

for this professional learning.   

Each webcast will highlight 

announcements and updates about the 

RTA program as well as professional 

development on literacy. If there is a 

particular topic that you would like 

addressed, please let me know.   

Webcasts  

Program Evaluation Reports 

There will be three program evaluation reports 

due this year on the following dates: 

 September 15, 2013 

 January 15, 2014 

 May 15, 2014 

These reports will be completed on Survey 

Monkey and further instructions on how to 

complete the report will be in the September 

newsletter.  

Student Attendance 

Each RTA teacher will be required to submit an attendance 

report at the end of the 2013 calendar year and again at the 

end of the school year.  A separate email has been sent to all 

teachers with an excel sheet and instructions on completing it. 

Attendance should begin the first day of the first intervention 

class—not the first day of school. Marking the attendance 

sheet daily will save a significant amount of time later. 

 

 “My goal is that by the year 2000 giving 

information about reading to children will 

be as routine in pediatric practice as giving 

immunizations. Both are critically im-

portant to promoting children’s health and 

well-being.” - Dr. Barry Zuckerman, Boston 

Medical Center, Co-Founder of “Reach Out 

and Read” 
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